The Peterborough Social Planning Council's (PSPC) has released the 3rd edition of the Quality
of Life Report for the City and County of Peterborough. The report documents the 13 sectors
that our community identified as being vital to a high quality of life through the Community Social
Plan in 2002.

Defining and measuring local quality of life is intended to allow for managed growth and change
in a community. Each community is unique and must build consensus on what is considered
important and worth preserving, enhancing or changing.

Specifically, the intent of this report is to:

Build on the many sources of community data that document the changes
and accomplishments of Peterborough County and City,

Provide a snapshot of how things have changed in the 13 sectors
documented in our previous reports as priorities to having a high
quality of life,

Incorporate information from a variety of partners, resources, individuals
and agencies with expertise in these sectors,

Include a balance of pertinent quantitative and qualitative data specific to
our community,

Produce a planning document around quality of life indicators that will
assist the PSPC, and agencies such as the United Way of
Peterborough and District, the City and County of Peterborough and
community partners to enhance planning in our community

Provide interface between social and physical planning to assist in
addressing issues such as the relationship of land-use planning and
service provision i.e. public transit, building communities for people
and their needs.

Compiled from such reliable sources as Statistics Canada, Greater Peterborough Area
Economic Development Corporation, Canada Revenue Agency and the Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation, and others, this report offers comparative and detailed local information
on community change and trends. It provides a dynamic tool for local governments, businesses
and voluntary agencies to assist them to identify and address local social and economic issues;
it poses a number of questions that community planners should be considering as we prepare
for the future.




This report looks at the community’s attributes and challenges
and how our community has changed since our last quality of
life report in 2007. It provides an overview of how this
community is changing

to accommodate the needs of our residents but it also shows
how many in our community continue to experience a reduced
quality of life for a variety of reasons such as low income, lack
of access to services or living in an environment that does not
support their needs.

Here is a sample of the data and information that we have collected on the 13 sectors in the
report.

Did you know?

Access to arts, culture, heritage & recreation

In 2005, electronic usage accounted for 20% library resources but by 2008 that had
increased to 25.5% of total library usage.

Access to health care

The creation of the Peterborough Networked Family Health Teams in 2006 has resulted
in the recruitment of 66 additional health care providers and reduced the number of
patients without a family physician from 27,000 to 4,000.

Accessibility

The Council for Persons with Disabilities established in 1989 is dedicated to improving
the life for persons with disabilities and continues to work toward making this an
accessible community.

Child Care/child development & Families
the number of youth food bank users was 2,558 in 2009.

Community involvement/belonging and leadership

the number of criminal clearance checks for volunteering by the Peterborough Lakefield
Police Service has increased from 2,402 in 2002 to 4,700 in 2009.



Economic/income security, labour force activity/edu cation
12.6% of the total households in the City of Peterborough
are considered to be low income according to Statistics
Canada. Inthe County, North Kawartha had the highest
proportion of low income households, with 9.1% of their
households being in that category.

Environment & green space
In 2009 there were 4 smog advisory days as compared to 21 in 2007.

Food security
The agricultural industry continues to be an important contributor to our region’s
economy with an economic impact that exceeds $400 billion annually.

Housing
In 2003 the average house price for a standard townhouse was $85,000. By 2008 the
price had increased to $130,000.

Human rights & diversity
The unemployment rate for the visible minority population living in this community was
7.1% in comparison to 11.95 for Ontario

Safety
Traffic offences documented by the Peterborough Lakefield Community Police have
risen from 93 in 2006 to 158 in 2009. The OPP recorded 391 traffic offences in 2006 but
only 380 in 2009.

Seniors & aging
The old age dependency ratio in Peterborough County (including the City) is 28.2%
compared to 15.6% in the Region of Durham.

Transportation
14% of the population identified walking or bicycling as their predominant mode of
transportation in 2006 vs 7% in 1996.

The 3rd edition is available by contacting our office in Peterborough Square (743-5915). It will
also be accessed on our website at www.pspc.on.ca.

For more information about our InfoNotes contact Dawn Berry Merriam at 705-743-5915 or
email dawnbm@pspc.on.ca.
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